
The River Darwen Litter TrapThe River Darwen Litter Trap
A floating boom 
deflects debris in the 
water to a collection 
‘skip’ in the river.  

Where is the trap?  Where is the trap?  Most of the litter 
problems come from the River 
Blakewater so the trap is in the River 
Darwen at Witton Country Park  just 
downstream of the River Blakewater 
confluence, near the main car park.

River Darwen downstream at Hoghton 
Bottoms showing litter &  debris strewn 

over the banks

What does the trap do?  What does the trap do?  The 
trap catches floating litter 
and debris, stopping it from 
being washed downstream, 
spoiling the landscape, 
harming wildlife and 
habitats.

Please help to improve the River Darwen by Please help to improve the River Darwen by 
•• putting litter in a binputting litter in a bin
•• not flynot fly--tipping & reporting illegal waste disposal on 01254 585921tipping & reporting illegal waste disposal on 01254 585921
•• Volunteering for a clean up event Volunteering for a clean up event (see our website for details)(see our website for details)

For more information about the River Darwen litter trap project 
visit www.merseybasin.org.uk/darwenvalley or telephone

Sarah Whitman, Project Co-ordinator on 01772 877392

Supported by
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How the litter trap works:How the litter trap works:

Floating litter & debris are 
deflected towards the litter 
trap by the boom.

The floating 
basket collects 
litter for removal.

Access track and 
hardstanding for vehicles 
to empty waste from the 
litter trap.

River Darwen 
(flowing to the 

River Ribble & Irish 
Sea)

Please help to improve the River Darwen by Please help to improve the River Darwen by 

•• putting litter in a binputting litter in a bin
•• not flynot fly--tipping & reporting illegal waste disposal on 01254 585921tipping & reporting illegal waste disposal on 01254 585921
•• Volunteering for a clean up event Volunteering for a clean up event (see our website for details)(see our website for details)

For more information about the River Darwen litter trap project 
visit www.merseybasin.org.uk/darwenvalley or telephone

Sarah Whitman, Project Co-ordinator on 01772 877392

Emptying:Emptying:
The basket is removed 
and emptied (much of 
the waste removed can 
be recycled).

A trap door comes 
down when the basket 
is removed to prevent 
debris in the boom 
escaping
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