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Press Release

For Immediate Release

River Darwen clean up – World Environment Day 2008

(Thursday 5th June 2008)
15 volunteers from Action Darwen Valley and The BTCV Green Gym ® worked together to clean up the River Darwen in Witton Country Park, Blackburn.  The clean was held on 5th June as part of World Environment Day activities, which bring international attention to environmental issues and encourage action for improvement.  The event was partly supported by Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council and the Environment Agency.

Action Darwen Valley has put a litter trap in the River Darwen at Witton Country Park to prevent litter being washed downstream.  The trap has not been working as effectively as anticipated in high flows and has recently been modified to make it more effective.

The clean up recovered a couple of bicycles, many road safety barriers stamped ‘Enterprise’ and two shopping trolleys marked ASDA and Sainsbury’s as well as lots of plastic bags, drinks bottles, pipework and scrap metal.

Action Darwen Project Co-ordinator Sarah Whitman said  ‘ If litter and debris were disposed of properly, we would not need to have a litter trap in the river – it is here to highlight and try to prevent these problems but the project’s success depends on people changing their habits and disposing of waste responsibly – in the bin or at the household waste disposal centre. ’

The River Darwen needs regular cleaning by volunteers because fly tipped debris and litter dropped by litterbugs get washed down the river and end up snagged on the riverbank, ruining its natural beauty.  Since clean ups began the River Darwen has brought all kinds of debris downstream - bits of cars, lorries, children’s bikes and sit in cars, shopping trolleys, a bed and footballs as well as pallets, carpets, wool and plastic wrappers.  
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Notes for Editors

For more information please contact Action Darwen Valley Project Co-ordinator, Sarah Whitman (contact details above) or Dave Turner 01772 204651 D.Turner@btcv.org.uk
1.  Action Darwen Valley is one of a series of action partnerships established by the Mersey Basin Campaign to focus its aims and objectives onto specific water catchments.  Each action partnership aims to create an active working partnership between the public, private and voluntary sectors and the local community to protect and enhance its catchment area.  Action Darwen Valley covers the River Darwen catchment and the Leeds & Liverpool canal through Blackburn with Darwen.  It operates in the boroughs of Blackburn with Darwen, Chorley and South Ribble.

The River Darwen needs regular cleaning by volunteers because fly-tipped debris and litter dropped by litterbugs get washed down the river and end up snagged on the riverbank, ruining the natural beauty.  Annual clean ups are organised by Action Darwen Valley, which wants to change the habits of litterbugs tackle the problem by introducing a litter trap in Witton Country Park, Blackburn.  
The Litter Trap Project aims to end the River Darwen's water-borne litter problem by publicising the effects of litterbugs and fly-tippers.  As well as helping the Environment Agency to target the culprits who illegally fly-tip waste, the area around the litter trap will have signs to let the general public know about the type and volume of debris brought out of the river. Activities and information in the visitor centre at Witton Country Park and within the local community are intended to stop people treating the river as an illegal dumping ground and place to throw litter.  For more information visit http://www.merseybasin.org.uk/rvipress.asp?pid=2888 or contact Action Darwen Valley Project Co-ordinator, Sarah Whitman on phone 01772 877392, fax 01772 877389, s.whitman@merseybasin.org.uk or by post to Sarah Whitman, Action Darwen Valley, Blackburn WWTW, Cuerdale Lane, Samlesbury, Preston, PR5 OUY.

2.  The Mersey Basin Campaign is a 25-year government backed partnership, which brings together the local authorities, businesses, voluntary organisations and government agencies to deliver water quality improvements and waterside regeneration through the Mersey Basin river system.

The aims of the Mersey Basin Campaign are to:

· Improve water quality so that all rivers, streams and canals are clean enough to support a healthy fish population by 2010.

· Stimulate the development of attractive waterside environments for business, housing, tourism, heritage, recreation and wildlife.

· Encourage people to value and cherish their local watercourses and waterfront environments.

3.  BTCV supports 140,000 volunteers a year taking hands-on action to improve their urban and rural environments, and a Community Network supports local groups.  BTCV offers regular conservation tasks, UK and International Conservation Holidays, the BTCV Green Gym®, training opportunities and an on-line Shop making products and services accessible to all. Tel: 01302 572244  Web: www.btcv.org   e-mail: information@btcv.org.uk.

4.  The BTCV Green Gym ® is a scheme that inspires you to improve your health and the environment at the same time. It offers you the opportunity to 'work out' in the open air through local, practical environmental or gardening work.  Physically active people are up to 50% less likely to suffer from a heart attack or stroke, but over 70% of us are not active enough to benefit.  We know that we should try to be fitter and healthier, and we are also increasingly aware of how important our local environment is.

Going to gyms and sports centres doesn't appeal to everyone. The BTCV Green Gym is a great alternative. It helps people of all ages to be physically active by providing: 

· A regular programme of outdoor sessions of Green Gym activities 

· Training and development of new skills 

· Partnerships with local health services 

· Increasing physical activity and being outside in green space also has proven benefits for mental health, helping to reduce stress and overcome depression. 

The BTCV Green Gym ® meets every Thursday at Witton Country Park, Blackburn.  For more details, please contact Dave Turner 01772 204651 D.Turner@btcv.org.uk , BTCV, 16 Grimshaw Street, Preston, Lancashire, PR13DD.

5.  World Environment Day

Every 5th of June is a day used by the United Nations to stimulate worldwide awareness of environmental issues and encourages political action.  The day's agenda is to give a human face to environmental issues; empower people to become active agents of sustainable and equitable development; promote an understanding that communities are pivotal to changing attitudes towards environmental issues; and advocate partnership, which will ensure all nations and peoples enjoy a safer and more prosperous future. 
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